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CORE OBJECTIVES 
 

 

Become the highest profile Australian Football team outside the AFL 

in order to generate greater interest, participation and support 

for Australian Football in the Northern Territory. 

 

 

Assist in inspiring young indigenous people to participate in sport 

in order to contribute to improved education, employment, training, 

health and wellbeing in indigenous communities. 

 

 

Create a quality and structured career path to the AFL 

which will increase the number of 

Northern Territory players in the AFL. 
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The inaugural year for the Northern Territory Football Club (NTFC) ôNT Thunderô has been most rewarding and everyone involved can be 
justifiably proud of the achievements of the club in its debut year in the Queensland Australian Football League (QAFL). 
 
The dreams and commitment of so many Territorians to have a Territory team compete in an interstate competition was realised when the 
NT Thunder team ran out on to TIO stadium on 4th April 2009 last year and won a historic victory against Southport who were the premiers in 
the previous year. 
 
We will be eternally grateful to the visionaries who worked tirelessly for so long to take Territory football to a higher level.  While there have 
been many involved over the years, it is appropriate to recognise the efforts in the last few years of Bob Elix, President of the AFLNT and the 
Board, Tony Frawley, the Chief Executive of AFLNT, and Michael Long in his role as Ambassador for AFLNT in putting together the         
consortium of key sponsors to finance the venture to enter and compete in the QAFL. 
 
The concept for Thunder is unique in that the team consists of players from across the Territory and while providing opportunities for some 
players to achieve at the highest levels in the AFL, it is also focused on achieving good outcomes for all players off field in education, training 
and employment.  The latter point is of the highest priority for the club. 
 
Our entry into QAFL was made all that much easier because of the considerable support of the Chairman Daryl Brae, CEO Richard Griffiths 
and Marty King.  The support and understanding of the challenges faced by the NTFC in competing in their competition is much appreciated. 
 
We were extremely fortunate and grateful to the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, who agreed to become our Patron.  The Prime Minister has 
taken a very keen interest in the teamôs progress and we thank him for his commitment to the concept and  for his on going support. 
 
The appointment of Ted Egan as the No. 1 ticket holder was widely     
acclaimed particularly given his history of establishing AFL football through 
out the Territory and for his work in remote areas and recent duties as the 
Territory Administrator.  Thanks to Ted for his support throughout the year 
in his role as the No.1 ticket holder. 
 
NT Thunder finished its first season in QAFL with 11 out of 18 wins and 
finished just outside the top five on percentage- a most credible and    
successful performance for the teamôs debut year in QAFL. This was   
particularly remarkable given that most of the team came off the back of 
the NTFL season along with the punishing travel schedule. 
 
The journey for the club over the past 12 months from October 2008 has been one of continuous action and high work load by many people.  
It has involved establishing the Board, staffing, forming the squad and team, completing the sponsorship arrangements to finance the      
venture, developing a supporter base for the club, and the necessary operations to allow the team to take to the field in early April 2009.  The 
fact that this occurred is testament to the magnificent efforts of a large number of very committed people. 
 
Two early appointments were that of Stuart Totham as Chief Executive Officer and Michael McLean as inaugural coach.  The club was most 
fortunate to have secured such accomplished and experienced people for these two most critical positions within the club. 
 
Stuart came to us from his position as CEO of the Sturt Football Club in South Australia and is a skilled past player in the Territory and South 
Australia. On behalf of the Board I would like to congratulate Stuart for the sound and professional manner he discharged his responsibilities 
through the establishment phase and first year of operations.  The challenges met and obstacles overcome by Stuart were considerable. The 
results achieved were above expectations and NT Thunder is well positioned for 2010 as a result. 
 
The appointment of Michael McLean as the clubôs inaugural coach, given his accomplished background as an AFL player and coach within 
the Territory, proved to be a coup for NT Thunder.  Michael achieved a great team outcome for our debut year and instilled an excellent team 
spirit amongst the players.  While we were disappointed  that Michael decided to leave after one year, we consider ourselves most fortunate 
in having him for that year and express our utmost appreciation for his efforts and wish him the very best in his future endeavours. 
 
The players under the leadership of Jarred Ilett came together from various parts of our large Territory within a short lead time before the ô09 
season and performed magnificently during the season under challenging circumstances for all involved.  Congratulations to Jarred for his 
leadership and to all players for the results achieved during the year both on and off the field.  There were many positive and inspiring stories 
of individual personal achievement during the year which was very pleasing to us all. 

CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
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Congratulations to Jarred Ilett for being named as Captain of the Team of the Year for QAFL, Darren Ewing for kicking the highest number of 
goals in QAFL and finally to Cameron Ilett for his Best and Fairest Award for NT Thunder. 
 
On behalf of the Board, I express our great appreciation and thanks to all the volunteers, administrators, coaching and support staff, and 
AFLNT staff, who are spread throughout the Territory and Brisbane, for their loyalty, dedication and commitment to the overall performance 
and achievements of NT Thunder during 2009. 
 
The cost to compete in an interstate competition is high and in excess of $1.5m per annum.  The venture was only able to get off the ground 
because of the tremendous support from our sponsors and their belief in the concept and aspirations for NT Thunder.  Our utmost appreciation 
goes to our Premier Partners ï Rio Tinto ERA, Major Sponsors ï The Northern Territory and Australian Governments and the AFL, Corporate 
Partners ï QANTAS, Inpex and Southern Cross for their superb support during our inaugural year and for their ongoing commitment. 
 
We thank all our sponsors because without their support NT Thunder would not exist. Sponsorship provides opportunities for the future      
development and advancement of many of our young players that would not otherwise exist.  We especially value that aspect of their        
commitment. 
 
The foundation of any club is the supporter base.  In this regard we have appreciated the wonderful support we have received from the      
community and our 1000+ members including our foundation members.  Our challenge is to retain and grow this over the next few years and 
to also recruit ex Territorians now residing in Queensland. 
 
The Board for the NTFC was appointed by the AFLNT in late 2008.  Membership was expanded to include regional representation through 
Damien Ryan, the Mayor of Alice Springs and Michael Long, a Territory football great who was a key participant in developing the NT Thunder 
concept. 
 
I express my great appreciation for the support and guidance of Board members throughout the year and for the work performed by those 
members on the sub-committees.  The dedication and work of members was critical to the achievement of sound governance throughout the 
year. 
 
We have expanded our objectives for 2010. In summary our challenges for 2010 are to be competitive and play finals football, see more of our 
young players play at the AFL level, achieve good outcomes for our players off field in terms of education, training and employment, expand 
player representation from the regions and remote parts of the Territory, and be widely and actively supported by the community. 
 
In conclusion, I express on behalf of the Board, our sincere thanks and gratitude to everyone involved in the Thunder story so far and look 
forward to the 2010 season with our sights set firmly on being a strong competitive force within the QAFL. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Tyrrell AO 
Chairman 
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