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CORE OBJECTIVES 
 

 

Become the highest profile Australian Football team outside the AFL 

in order to generate greater interest, participation and support 

for Australian Football in the Northern Territory. 

 

 

Assist in inspiring young indigenous people to participate in sport 

in order to contribute to improved education, employment, training, 

health and wellbeing in indigenous communities. 

 

 

Create a quality and structured career path to the AFL 

which will increase the number of 

Northern Territory players in the AFL. 
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The inaugural year for the Northern Territory Football Club (NTFC) ôNT Thunderô has been most rewarding and everyone involved can be 
justifiably proud of the achievements of the club in its debut year in the Queensland Australian Football League (QAFL). 
 
The dreams and commitment of so many Territorians to have a Territory team compete in an interstate competition was realised when the 
NT Thunder team ran out on to TIO stadium on 4th April 2009 last year and won a historic victory against Southport who were the premiers in 
the previous year. 
 
We will be eternally grateful to the visionaries who worked tirelessly for so long to take Territory football to a higher level.  While there have 
been many involved over the years, it is appropriate to recognise the efforts in the last few years of Bob Elix, President of the AFLNT and the 
Board, Tony Frawley, the Chief Executive of AFLNT, and Michael Long in his role as Ambassador for AFLNT in putting together the         
consortium of key sponsors to finance the venture to enter and compete in the QAFL. 
 
The concept for Thunder is unique in that the team consists of players from across the Territory and while providing opportunities for some 
players to achieve at the highest levels in the AFL, it is also focused on achieving good outcomes for all players off field in education, training 
and employment.  The latter point is of the highest priority for the club. 
 
Our entry into QAFL was made all that much easier because of the considerable support of the Chairman Daryl Brae, CEO Richard Griffiths 
and Marty King.  The support and understanding of the challenges faced by the NTFC in competing in their competition is much appreciated. 
 
We were extremely fortunate and grateful to the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, who agreed to become our Patron.  The Prime Minister has 
taken a very keen interest in the teamôs progress and we thank him for his commitment to the concept and  for his on going support. 
 
The appointment of Ted Egan as the No. 1 ticket holder was widely     
acclaimed particularly given his history of establishing AFL football through 
out the Territory and for his work in remote areas and recent duties as the 
Territory Administrator.  Thanks to Ted for his support throughout the year 
in his role as the No.1 ticket holder. 
 
NT Thunder finished its first season in QAFL with 11 out of 18 wins and 
finished just outside the top five on percentage- a most credible and    
successful performance for the teamôs debut year in QAFL. This was   
particularly remarkable given that most of the team came off the back of 
the NTFL season along with the punishing travel schedule. 
 
The journey for the club over the past 12 months from October 2008 has been one of continuous action and high work load by many people.  
It has involved establishing the Board, staffing, forming the squad and team, completing the sponsorship arrangements to finance the      
venture, developing a supporter base for the club, and the necessary operations to allow the team to take to the field in early April 2009.  The 
fact that this occurred is testament to the magnificent efforts of a large number of very committed people. 
 
Two early appointments were that of Stuart Totham as Chief Executive Officer and Michael McLean as inaugural coach.  The club was most 
fortunate to have secured such accomplished and experienced people for these two most critical positions within the club. 
 
Stuart came to us from his position as CEO of the Sturt Football Club in South Australia and is a skilled past player in the Territory and South 
Australia. On behalf of the Board I would like to congratulate Stuart for the sound and professional manner he discharged his responsibilities 
through the establishment phase and first year of operations.  The challenges met and obstacles overcome by Stuart were considerable. The 
results achieved were above expectations and NT Thunder is well positioned for 2010 as a result. 
 
The appointment of Michael McLean as the clubôs inaugural coach, given his accomplished background as an AFL player and coach within 
the Territory, proved to be a coup for NT Thunder.  Michael achieved a great team outcome for our debut year and instilled an excellent team 
spirit amongst the players.  While we were disappointed  that Michael decided to leave after one year, we consider ourselves most fortunate 
in having him for that year and express our utmost appreciation for his efforts and wish him the very best in his future endeavours. 
 
The players under the leadership of Jarred Ilett came together from various parts of our large Territory within a short lead time before the ô09 
season and performed magnificently during the season under challenging circumstances for all involved.  Congratulations to Jarred for his 
leadership and to all players for the results achieved during the year both on and off the field.  There were many positive and inspiring stories 
of individual personal achievement during the year which was very pleasing to us all. 

CHAIRMANôS REPORT 

Photo by Chris OôBrien, Dreamedia 
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Congratulations to Jarred Ilett for being named as Captain of the Team of the Year for QAFL, Darren Ewing for kicking the highest number of 
goals in QAFL and finally to Cameron Ilett for his Best and Fairest Award for NT Thunder. 
 
On behalf of the Board, I express our great appreciation and thanks to all the volunteers, administrators, coaching and support staff, and 
AFLNT staff, who are spread throughout the Territory and Brisbane, for their loyalty, dedication and commitment to the overall performance 
and achievements of NT Thunder during 2009. 
 
The cost to compete in an interstate competition is high and in excess of $1.5m per annum.  The venture was only able to get off the ground 
because of the tremendous support from our sponsors and their belief in the concept and aspirations for NT Thunder.  Our utmost appreciation 
goes to our Premier Partners ï Rio Tinto ERA, Major Sponsors ï The Northern Territory and Australian Governments and the AFL, Corporate 
Partners ï QANTAS, Inpex and Southern Cross for their superb support during our inaugural year and for their ongoing commitment. 
 
We thank all our sponsors because without their support NT Thunder would not exist. Sponsorship provides opportunities for the future      
development and advancement of many of our young players that would not otherwise exist.  We especially value that aspect of their        
commitment. 
 
The foundation of any club is the supporter base.  In this regard we have appreciated the wonderful support we have received from the      
community and our 1000+ members including our foundation members.  Our challenge is to retain and grow this over the next few years and 
to also recruit ex Territorians now residing in Queensland. 
 
The Board for the NTFC was appointed by the AFLNT in late 2008.  Membership was expanded to include regional representation through 
Damien Ryan, the Mayor of Alice Springs and Michael Long, a Territory football great who was a key participant in developing the NT Thunder 
concept. 
 
I express my great appreciation for the support and guidance of Board members throughout the year and for the work performed by those 
members on the sub-committees.  The dedication and work of members was critical to the achievement of sound governance throughout the 
year. 
 
We have expanded our objectives for 2010. In summary our challenges for 2010 are to be competitive and play finals football, see more of our 
young players play at the AFL level, achieve good outcomes for our players off field in terms of education, training and employment, expand 
player representation from the regions and remote parts of the Territory, and be widely and actively supported by the community. 
 
In conclusion, I express on behalf of the Board, our sincere thanks and gratitude to everyone involved in the Thunder story so far and look 
forward to the 2010 season with our sights set firmly on being a strong competitive force within the QAFL. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Tyrrell AO 
Chairman 

CHAIRMANôS REPORT cont... 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Paul Tyrrell  

Chairman  
Paul retired as Chief Executive of the NT Dept of the Chief Minister in 2008 after over 8 years in the job and nearly 30 years in the NT public service. Paul is 

also currently chairman of the Darwin Waterfront Corporation and Australasian Railway Corporation. Throughout Paul's career he has played a key role in 

many infrastructure projects including securing the Inpex project. Paul is also a mad Geelong Cats supporter. 

 

Andrew Gray  

Andrew is currently an AFLNT Director whilst also being a director/partner in Territory Rural Stock and Station Agency. Andrew brings a wide range of       

experience and knowledge to the table being an NT Real Estate & Business Agent, Rural Finance Manager NT & Kimberley WA and managing the Darwin 

Landmark branch. Andrew is also a former Katherine NTFL & KDFL player. 

 

Ross Coburn  

Ross is currently the CEO of St John Ambulance NT whilst also being a member of the Order of St John, a qualified accountant and Fellow of the AICD. Ross 

has long been involved in sports administration and was one of the inaugural board members of AFLNT and is still serving. Ross is yet another Geelong Cats 

supporter on our board who has a true passion for the game of Aussie Rules. 

 

Tony Trimboli  

Tony is our only Brisbane based board member, who moved to Brisbane in 1994 after playing junior and senior football with Shepparton in the GVL and later 

in Melbourne. Currently Tony is the Accountancy and Company Director for Ambrose Business Solutions Pty Ltd and Trimbrook Pty Ltd. An avid lover of the 

game of AFL with a keen interest in golf also. 

 

Frank Crawley  

Frank has qualifications in Accounting and Human Resources and is also a member of the NTFC Audit and Finance sub-committee. Frank has been involved 

in the administraions of football clubs for over 30 years and was more recently a member of the St Marys FC Audit Committee.  

 

Damien Ryan  

Damien was elected as Mayor of Alice Springs in March of 2008 and is a local born long term resident of Alice Springs. Damien is proud to have been involved 

with the Finke Desert Race for over 30 years also competing on several occasions. Damien is a well respected businessman with in the Alice Springs        

community and was formerly a board member of the NT Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Lincoln Jenkin  

Lincoln is currently the Regional Manager of Foster's Australia NT, having lived in the NT for 30 years, 10 of those in Alice Springs. Lincoln has a strong NT 
football background having played in Central Australia and Darwin competitions and recalls highlights of playing with some legends of the game. Having 
served on several football club committees and coached at several levels Lincoln is proud to still be having a kick in NT Masters AFL. Lincoln is a life long 

Essendon Bombers supporter. 
 

Jocelyn Ledwidge  

Jocelyn specialises in Human Resources and Project & Business Development having been employed in the public, financial and professional services     

industries and most recently with the NT Government. Jocelyn has an impressive background having been involved with St Kilda FC player development & 
welfare committee, partnering with the Melbourne Storm player development managers and also the Carlton past players association and mentoring program. 
Jocelyn also contributes match day commentaries for The Footy Almanac. 

 

Tony Frawley  

Tony is currently the AFLNT CEO having had a lifetime involvement in the game of AFL as a player, coach and full time administrator. After working for St 
Kilda FC during the 1980's Tony joined the AFL as a development manager for the Ballarat region. Tony is proud to have established the TAC Cup in Western 

Victoria in 1993 and continuing to develop the game of AFL in Victoria before commencing with AFLNT in 2005. 

 

John Lawrence  

John has lived in the Northern Territory for 25 years working as a lawyer and now a Private Barrister for the past 12 years. Currently the President of the  

Criminal Lawyers Association NT, John is also the Solicitor in Charge of NAAJA and a former Senior Crown Prosecutor. John proudly played 3 Reserves 

games for North Darwin and is also an avid supporter of the Essendon Bombers.  

 

Michael Long  

Michael whoôs family originally hails from Ti Tree, began his journey with the St Marys Football Club and also played a season with Pioneers in the CAFL, was 
instrumental in the NTôs 2nd Division win at the Bicentennial Carnival in 1988 and played with the West Torrens Football Club where he won the best and 

fairest in that year. In 1989 Michael began his career at Essendon, a career that spanned 12 years and included 190 games, 1993 Norm Smith Medal and 
Premierships in 1993 and 2000. Michael currently works for the AFL as an Ambassador, is Chairmen of the Long Walk Foundation and also sits on the AFL 
Foundation Board.  
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PREMIER PARTNER 

MAJOR SPONSOR 

CORPORATE PARTNER 

CORPORATE SUPPORTER 
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CEO REPORT 

The journey began for the Club back in October 2008 and we were presented with the challenge to set up a Club ready for the 

QAFL competition by April 2009.  With the help of many people the team ran out for its first game against Southport on April 4th in 

front of an enthusiastic crowd that cheered the team on to victory.  We were on our way. 

 

Tony Frawley, Michael Long, Andrew Farley, staff and Board at AFLNT did a superb job in getting the core funding for the team in 

place and setting out the objectives for the team. 

The objectives provided the Club with a focus and purpose that permeated through all levels of the Club. 

 

The objectives being the following: 

1. Become the highest profile Australian Football team outside the AFL in 

order to generate greater interest, participation and support for Australian 

Football in the Northern Territory 

 

2. Assist in inspiring young indigenous people to participate in sport in order 

to contribute to improved education, employment, training, health and  

wellbeing in indigenous communities 

 

3. Create a quality and structured career path to the AFL which will increase 

the number of Northern Territory players in the AFL 

All involved should be pleased with what we achieved across all three objectives, some highlights under each objective included: 

1. Extensive Media coverage throughout the NT, home crowds in Darwin averaging 

2,000 and in Alice Springs 1,000, 1066 Members for the year 

 

2. Squad 75% indigenous, 50 players used from all parts of the Territory, 90% of 

squad members actively involved in employment, training or study, healthy      

lifestyle clinics across the NT 

 

3. 3 Draftees played with Senior Thunder in 2009 ï Shane Thorne, Relton Roberts 

and Troy Taylor, 9 players from the junior Thunder program played Senior     

Thunder in 2009 

 

Team Performance  

We were extremely fortunate to secure the services of Michael McLean as our inaugural Coach. Michael brought with him not only 

his extensive playing & coaching records but also a strong passion for NT Footy and unique understanding and empathy of the 

player management issues that were to confront us. 

Michael was appointed on a part-time basis, so it was important that we had a strong structure to support Michael.  We were    

fortunate to secure the services of former QAFL Player and Coach, Murray Davis as High Performance Manager. 

The time prior to the first game was hectic. A significant amount of time and effort went into setting up coaching and support staff 

structures in Darwin, Alice Springs and Brisbane.  Preparing the squad whilst the majority were still playing NTFL was certainly a 

challenge, one that both players and coaches did not complain about, preferring to just get on with the job at hand. 

Jarred Ilett was appointed Captain, his leadership skills both on and off the field were outstanding throughout the course of the 

year. 

1000th MemberðCaitlin Tiernan 

Photo by Chris OôBrien, Dreamedia 
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There were many highlights from both a team and individual perspective: 

Winning 11 games for the season 

First Round win against Southport at TIO Stadium in front of over 4,000 people 

First win in Qld against Broadbeach at Carrara 

50 players used from all parts of the NT 

3 QLD State U21 Team representatives 

Darren Ewing the leading Goal kicker in the competition with 81 goals 

6 players nominated for QAFL Rising Star Award 

4 Players selected in QAFL Team of the year, Jarred Ilett named as Captain 

3 Players drafted who played with NT Thunder 

 

Congratulations to Cameron Illet for winning our inaugural Club Champion Award.  Cameron played outstanding football across the 

whole season and was a deserving winner. 

Congratulations to all other award winners with a special mention to Darren Ewing for winning the leagueôs leading goal kicker 

award and Jarret Illet for winning the Players Player of the year award. 

A big thank you to all our support staff in Darwin, Alice Springs and Brisbane.  There were 107 people (including 50 players) across 

three locations involved with the Club. The club could not operate without the time, effort and passion that all these people        

displayed throughout 2009. 

Congratulations to Michael Mclean on the performance of the team ï 11 wins in our first season considering some of the significant 

issues that were confronted was an outstanding effort.  It is disappointing for both the club and players that you decided not to  

continue in 2010 and you have given the Club a sound foundation on which we can build on.  On behalf of everyone at the club I 

would like to wish you and your family all the best for the future. 

The experience and guidance that Murray Davis provided to all aspects of our football operation was outstanding.  Thanks Murray 

for your energy and focus to build a strong Club and good luck to you for season 2010 as Senior Coach. 

Commercial and Administrative Operations  

Our financial statements (which are included later in the report) show an operating surplus of $19,170 against a budget of $19,155 

a pleasing result in our first year of operation. 

This result would not have been achieved without the support of all our sponsors and members that supported the club during 

2009 ï to all of you I say a big thankyou on behalf of everyone at the Club. 

We finished with 44 sponsors and 1066 members for the year and total crowds for our home games of 12,332 in Darwin and Alice 

Springs. 

The strong relationship that we have developed with Energy Resources Australia (ERA) and Rio Tinto, our Premier Partner,     

continues to grow and we look forward to working with the team there again in 2010. 

 

We are pleased to have strong support from all levels of Government.  Thank you to Chief Minister Paul Henderson and Sports 

Minister Karl Hampton for your support during the year.  Through the Australian Sports Commission we received the support of the 

Australian Government and were thrilled when Prime Minster Kevin Rudd accepted our invitation to become Club patron. We also 

had strong support from the Darwin City Council and Alice Springs Town Council. 
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Thank you to all our Sponsors and members in Alice Springs.  We really appreciate the support you provided the team and look    

forward to building on that support and enthusiasm in 2010. 

All sections of the media were a great support during 2009.  In particular the support from Nadine Jones and her team at Southern 

Cross Television and Evan Hannah, Grey Morris from the NT News and Charlie King from ABC radio. We look forward to the ongoing 

support of all media during 2010 as we look to grow our presence and establish ourselves as the premier sporting team in the NT. 

We enjoyed tremendous support from AFLQ and all QAFL Clubs during the season. Thank you to Marty King and the QAFL Clubs for 

your support, benefit of your experience during 2009 and making us feel welcome in your competition. 

Thank you to Tony Frawley, staff and Board at AFLNT ï without your support and assistance during 2009 across all aspects of our 

operations we would not have enjoyed the successful season that we did in 2009. 

Our Commercial Operations Coordinator Tennille Lockwood did a great job during the year ensuring that all our commercial          

obligations were met, thank you for your hard work during the season. 

I would also like to welcome to Cameron Roberts in his role as Football Operation Officer, I hope you enjoy your time both on and off 

the field at the Club. 

The Club is fortunate to have a strong and focussed Board led by Chairman Paul Tyrrell. Thank you to the NTFC Board for your    

support, guidance and space during 2009. 

Thank you to Paul for his wisdom and guidance during 2009 and I look forward to working with and learning from Paul again during 

2010. 

Season 2010  

The Club has gone through a strong planning process in the lead up to 2010, with a focus on the following areas: 

Financial Stability and Strength 

Additional resources for our playing, coaching and support staff to enhance team performance 

Player and staff wellbeing and Development 

Regional and Community wide support 

Integration of Junior and Senior Thunder program 

Increased exposure of NT Thunder brand throughout the Territory 

We are excited by the prospect of playing more home games in the NT in 2010, as well as the opportunity to blood more young and 

regional players as our 23rd player. 

We enter season 2010 with a great deal of expectation for our Team and Club to keep delivering both on and off the field.  The new 

season will no doubt present new challenges for all involved with the Club, but with a season of experience and learning now behind 

us I am confident that with everyone at the Club and throughout the football community in the NT pulling in the same direction we will 

improve our results both on and off the field. 

 

GO THUNDER! 

 

 

Stuart Totham 

Chief Executive Officer 
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FOUNDATION PARTNERS  

ERA Adzu 

Rio Tinto Coca-Cola Amatil 

AFL Earl James & Associates 

Australian Sports Commission Laing OôRourke 

NT Government Total Steel of Australia 

Inpex Cricket & Football Shop 

Qantas Ward Keller Lawyers 

Southern Cross Television NT Broadcasters 

Pratt Foundation Yes Optus 

Netball NT Bridge Toyota 

Alice Springs Town Council Fidler & Clarke 

Cazalys Palmerston Club Aussie Signa 

Darwin Airport Resort CSG 

Yeperenye Shopping Centre Express Signs 

Lasseters Hotel Casino MGA Insurance Brokers 

Darwin City Council Milikapiti Progress Association 

MacDonnell Shire Council Power & Water 

NT News Elders Doug Yuen Insurance 

CDE Capital Parap Village Apartments 

Subway Hardy Aviation 

Anna Abbott Justin Hardwick Grey Morris 

Ian Abbott Bob Hargreaves Fionn Muster 

Royce Andrews Carol Hargreaves Terry Nixon 

Andrew Bridges Jon Harris Jennifer Noble 

James Burke Steve Harris Ray Norman 

Jim Carew Gary Hawthorne Edna OôHehir 

Peter Carew Grant Heaslip Steve Olsson 

Dan Chatterton Brendan Heenan David Quan 

Alecia Clarke Paul Henderson Dennis Rebbeck 

Rob Clarke Clinton Hoffman Jo Reiter 

Ross Coburn Jack Ilett Neville Roberts 

Rod Coverdale Roger Ilett John Robinson 

Frank Crawley Wayne Jackson David Rose 

Trish Crossin Tim Jacobs Steve Rossingh 

Mark Crossin Vincent Jeisman Jayne Rothall 

Shane Dignan Lincoln Jenkin Damien Ryan 

Kevin Dodd Haydyn Johns Karen Schneider 

Glen Dooley Mark Johnson Anthony Shaw 

Nicole Dunn Sean Kildare Steve Shenfield 

Robert Elix Wayne Kraft Stuart Short 

Beverley Ellis John Lawrence Alan Smith 

Noel Fahey Delia Lawrie Warren Snowdon 

Graeme Flesfadar Greg Leach Fiona Stuchbery 

Di Flesfadar Jocelyn Ledwidge William Stuchbery 

Ian Ford Paddy Leverence Tony Trimboli 

Tony Frawley Dominic Mc Donald Paul Tyrrell 

Ritchard Fuz Patrick McIntyre Peter Walkington 

Tom Ganley Andrew McQueen Damian Wells 

Dale Gordes Robert Millar John White 

Andrew Gray Glen Mitchell Darryl Window 

Dick Guit John Mitchell Wayne Wright 

Damian Hale Bryan Moroney Vicki Wright 

SPONSORS MEMBERS 

THANK YOU 
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HEAD COACH REPORT  

I would like to start by thanking the Territory Thunder Chairman Paul Tyrell, 

Thunder Board and CEO Stuart Totham firstly on my appointment as the inau-

gural coach of the Territory Thunder Football Club and also for their terrific sup-

port throughout my tenure as the Head Coach.  

I can honestly say that as for my personal and coaching achievements, this 

was something that I am not only proud of, but I will always look back on with 

fond memories.  There is always something special about being part of a new 

venture.  

The first round against the reigning premiers, Southport Sharks, will always 

remain in my memory as a great occasion for Territory football.  Being not only 

the first game for Thunder in the Queensland competition, but also the added 

weight of expectation from the general public to win first up as the Territory had 

not won a representative game for a number of years. 

 

 I know personally I felt the weight of the state on our shoulders, so to eventually win a tough contest by 12 points in front of a terrific 

home crowd was an awesome feeling for everyone involved.  

As for the season, to finish the year with 11 wins and 7 losses from 18 games was a pleasing result considering it was our  first sea-

son in a state league competition. 

 I can honestly say that as a group in 2009 we played as a TEAM and gave EVERYTHING in each and every contest.  

I could not have asked for anymore from the playing group and thank them for their superb efforts and commitment.  

To miss out on playing finals footy by percentage was very disappointing to say the least.  A number of factors or reasons came into 

play throughout the year affecting us at various stages, eventually taking its toll on our playing group. 

 Listed below are some of the challenges the program faced within its first season.  

A limited Pre -Season - Players still playing in local AFLNT competition 

Unavailability of Players ï Throughout the year 

Injury Toll - Injuries to quality players 

Player Fatigue - Coming off local AFLNT season 

Top up Players - Not Match Conditioned 

Travel Fatigue - Travelled 13 times with players spending 8hrs on a plane, 2hrs on a bus and 2hrs game time making it a 12hr 

pre - post game routine 

Building a Club Culture  ï Develop and Sustain team harmony/ethics 

Recruitment ï Decision to select exclusively from local talent in first year 

Selection ï Playing too many youngsters in the latter part of the season 

 

At the time all decisions were made in the best interest of the program .  

As Territory Thunder progresses into the future new challenges will confront the program.  I feel strongly that a strong foundation has 

been built to ensure that this concept is around for many years to come and with some minor tweaking in certain areas, if required, 

these should enable the program to evolve in the future. 
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Looking ahead : 

 

A More Favourable Draw  - More home games- 8 in Darwin, 4 in Alice 

Springs and 6 trips to QLD  

Recruitment - The recruitment of certain types- size/strength or positional 

Less Player Fatigue - Monitor playing in local AFLNT competition 

Top up Players - Match Conditioned 

Pre-Season - Quality preparation 

Experience - Knowledge from 2009 season 

 

With the knowledge and general improvement on last seasonôs experiences this should give the club a great opportunity 

to be super competitive in 2010.  

 

Conclusion:  

 

I would also like to thank the sponsors, supporters and families of both the players and support staff for their total sup-

port throughout 2009. The feedback from the players was that the highlight for them was playing in front of families and 

friends at home games. 

 

Congratulations to all the Senior and Junior Thunder players who have been either rookie listed or drafted well deserved 

and good luck in your future endeavours. 

 

Well done and a big congrats to all award winners and representative players you have all had an exceptional year in 

Thunders inaugural season which is something you can all be very proud of. 

 

I would like to thank every player that participated in the program, our leadership group, coaches and support staff for 

their commitment and dedication towards the program. I genuinely believe that you guys are the reason behind any of 

the programs positive outcomes.  

 

To everyone involved in the program good luck for 2010 and beyond.  

 

I treasure the memories and move on a very proud man. 

 

Be Strong - Be Proud 

 

Go Thunder!!! 

 

 

 

 

Michael McLean 

Head Coach  
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ON FIELD RESULTS  
ROUND 1 

 

NT Thunder vs. Southport Sharks, 7pm Saturday 4th April at TIO Stadium, Darwin 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT 

NT Thunder 5.5 9.8 11.9 16.12 108 

Southport 4.2 8.5 11.10 14.12 96 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 5, Relton Roberts 3, Karl Lohde 2, Nathan McLean 2, James Puautjimi 2, Mark McLean 1, Matt Cannard 1 

Best Players: 

1st Peter MacFarlane, 2nd Mark McLean, 3rd Jarred Ilett, 4th David May, 5th Jackson Emblem 

INPEX Best U23 Player Award 

3 Jackson Emblem, 2 Bradley Palipuaminni, 1 Nathan McLean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUND 3 

 

NT Thunder vs. Mt Gravatt Vultures, 7pm Saturday  25th April at TIO Stadium, Darwin 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

   Q1 Q2 Q3 FT 

NT Thunder  3.5 8.8 14.10 21.12 138 

Mt Gravatt  2.2 7.6 8.7 12.8 80 

 

Goal Kickers: 

James Puautjimi 5, Darren Ewing 4, Peter MacFarlane 3, Shane Thorne 3, Marty Smith 2, Bradley Palipuaminni 2,  

Jarred Ilett 1, Kenny Morton 1. 

Best Players: 

1st Cameron Ilett, 2nd Deon Gordon, 3rd Damien Roe, 4th Jarred Ilett, 5th Karl Lohde 

INPEX Best U23 Player Award: 

3 Deon Gordon, 2 Damien Roe, 1 Bradley Palipuaminni 

ROUND 2 

 

NT Thunder vs. Brisbane Lions, 3pm Friday 17th April at the GABBA, 

Brisbane 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

   Q1 Q2 Q3 FT 

NT Thunder  4.3 7.6 9.7 11.10 76 

Brisbane Lions 7.2 9.8 16.11 25.14 164 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 2, Relton Roberts 2, James Puautjimi 2, Matt Cannard 1, 

Bradley Palipuaminni 1, Iggy Vallejo 1, Dylan Kent 1, Christian Schild 1 

Best Players: 

1st Bradley Palipuaminni, 2nd Jarred Ilett, 3rd Mark McLean,  

4th Iggy Vallejo, 5th James Puautjimi 

INPEX Best U23 Player Award: 

3 Bradley Palipuaminni, 2 James Puautjimi, 1 Dustin Pickett 

Photo supplied by AFLQ 
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ON FIELD RESULTS cont... 
ROUND 4 

 

NT Thunder vs. Redland Bombers, 2pm Saturday 2nd May at Victoria Point 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder 4.5 11.6 15.1 20.11 131 

Redland 7.5 10.9 16.11 23.18 156 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 7, Peter MacFarlane 3, Michael McLean 2, Marty Smith 1, Nathan McLean 1, Mark Berts1, Cameron Ilett 1,  

James Puautjimi 1, Bradley Palipuaminni 1, Damien Roe 1, Shane Thorne 1. 

Best Players 

1st Marty Smith, 2nd Nathan McLean, 3rd Karl Lohde, 4th Michael McLean, 5th Cameron Ilett 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Darren Ewing, 2 Nathan McLean, 1 Bradley Palipuaminni 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUND 6 

 

NT Thunder vs. Broadbeach Cats, 2.15pm Saturday 16th May at Carrara 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder 2.4 7.9 12.15 15.21 111 

Broadbeach 2.3 3.4 6.10 8.13 61 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 5, Marty Smith 3, Cameron Ilett 2, Peter MacFarlane 2, Mark McLean 1, Bradley Palipuaminni 1, Jayden Kickett 1 

Best Players 

1st David May, 2nd Peter MacFarlane, 3rd Marty Smith, 4th Mark McLean, 5th Matt Cannard 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Darren Ewing, 2 Jayden Kickett, 1 Damien Roe 

ROUND 5 

 

NT Thunder vs. Labrador Tigers, 2pm Saturday 9th May at  

Cooke-Murphy Reserve 

 
QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder 6.6 7.7 9.8 13.10 88 

Labrador 1.3 7.5 10.8 14.9 93 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 6, Jarred Ilett 3, Mark McLean 1, Marty Smith 1,  

Bradley Palipuaminni 1, Shane Thorne 1 

Best Players 

1st Jarred Ilett, 2nd Mark McLean, 3rd Peter MacFarlane, 4th Cameron Ilett,  

5th Deon Gordon 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Deon Gordon, 2 Darren Ewing, 1 Nathan McLean 
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ROUND 7 

 

NT Thunder vs. Western Magpies, 3.20pm Saturday 23rd May at Traeger Park 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder 4.3 10.6 16.8 26.13 169 

W. Magpies 2.3 3.5 4.7 6.7 43 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 5, Marty Smith 3, Peter MacFarlane 3, Simon Munkara 2, Cameron Ilett 2, Matt Cannard 2, Shane Thorne 2,  

Jayden Kickett 2, Jarred Ilett 1, James Puautjimi 1, Damien Roe 1, Dillon Measures 1, Shaun Cusack 1 

Best Players 

1st Peter MacFarlane, 2nd Cameron Ilett, 3rd Jarred Ilett, 4th Shane Thorne, 5th Marty Smith 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Shane Thorne, 2 Damien Roe, 1 Darren Ewing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUND 9 

 

NT Thunder vs. Broadbeach Cats, 3pm Saturday 13th June at TIO Stadium (curtain raiser to AFL match) 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

  Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder 4.3 9.4 18.6 24.9 153 

Broadbeach 4.0 6.2 9.4 11.5 71 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Darren Ewing 5, James Puautjimi 4, Kenny Morton 3, Peter MacFarlane 3, Shane Thorne 2, Jarred Ilett 1, Cameron Ilett 1,  

Matt Cannard 1, Nathan McLean 1, Bradley Palipuaminni 1, Damien Roe 1, Simon Munkara 1. 

Best Players 

1st Shane Thorne, 2nd Damien Roe, 3rd Bradley Palipuaminni, 4th David May, 5th James Puautjimi 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Shane Thorne, 2 Damien Roe, 1 Bradley Palipuaminni 

ROUND 8 

 

NT Thunder vs. Aspley Hornets, 3.20pm Saturday 30th May at Traeger Park 

 

QTR by QTR score breakdown: 

   Q1 Q2 Q3 FT  

NT Thunder  0.6 2.7 7.11 9.16 70 

Aspley Hornets 1.4 3.9 5.9 8.11 59 

 

Goal Kickers: 

Kenny Morton 4, Darren Ewing 2, James Puautjimi 2, Relton Roberts 1 

Best Players 

1st Jarred Ilett, 2nd Shannon Rusca, 3rd David May, 4th Dylan Kent,  

5th Simon Munkara 

INPEX Best Under 23 Player Award 

3 Jackson Emblem, 2 Scott Taylor, 1 Darren Ewing 


